----------------------------------------------------------------------

This article was sent to you by someone who found it on SFGate.

The original article can be found on SFGate.com here:

http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?file=/c/a/2010/12/15/BAK91GQJRV.DTL
 ---------------------------------------------------------------------

Wednesday, December 15, 2010 (SF Chronicle) Jerry Brown warns educators to brace for more cuts Wyatt Buchanan, Chronicle Sacramento Bureau

   (12-15) 04:00 PST Sacramento - --

   Gov.-elect Jerry Brown said Tuesday that public schools in California should brace for more budget cuts when he presents his spending proposal in the next few weeks to solve the state's $25.4 billion budget deficit.

   The Democrat called education and public safety the pillars of a civilized society but warned that the magnitude of the deficit problem facing California is "unprecedented in my lifetime" and that the state must prepare for drastic changes.

   "I can't promise there won't be more cuts, because there will be," he told a gathering of school administrators, teachers union representatives and other public education officials from across the state during a special budget forum in Los Angeles.

   Brown implored those at the forum, which focused on education spending, to "please sit down" when they see his budget proposal on Jan. 10. "If you're in your car, fasten your seat belt. It's going to be a rough ride, but we'll get through it," he said.

   The governor-elect also pledged to slash the budget for the governor's office by 25 percent, which is about $5.5 million from the office's current $21.9 million annual budget, and said he would like to see the budget process completed 60 days after he takes office Jan. 3.

   He said the office has "a lot more people in it today than the last time I was there and it's going to have a lot fewer by the time I arrive."

   Brown's statements about cuts were the most detailed comments he has made about his plans for the state's budget since winning the race for governor in November. While the audience applauded at several points, Brown showed little emotion and maintained a serious demeanor while speaking and taking questions.

   He was joined at the forum by California's top financial and education officials, who presented detailed graphics outlining previous education spending and pupil-to-staff ratios at public schools in the state.

   Education leaders at the event pleaded for flexibility from the state regulations and laws that force districts to spend money on certain programs. Several people also said that education spending had suffered enough from budget cuts over previous years and that Brown should look elsewhere for savings.

   Under the budget for this year, California will spend $36.2 billion of the

$86.5 billion general fund on K-12 education and community colleges.

Including local property tax revenue, California will spend $49.6 billion on education this year.

   Three years ago, the state spent $56.6 billion from both sources on K-12 education and community colleges.

   David Sanchez, president of the California Teachers Association, said the union understands that the state is facing hard choices but noted that tens of thousands of teachers have received pink slips already while others are taking multiple furlough days.

   "There is no more meat on this bone to carve. The only thing left is amputation," Sanchez said.

   That sentiment was echoed by school district superintendents and other groups, including the state Parent Teachers Association, who implored Brown to look for new sources of revenue to help public education.

   State Treasurer Bill Lockyer - who described himself as "the town grouch"

- took an aggressive tone at the meeting, telling the crowd to prepare for cuts. He scoffed at any notion that education would be spared from the budget ax.

   "So far, we've heard good ideas about how to spend more money. Great. It ain't there, and so it's time to make cuts; I believe deep cuts," Lockyer said.

   The Democratic treasurer noted that, because of declining tax revenues, the Legislative Analyst's Office has projected that the minimum funding for K-12 schools and community colleges under the Proposition 98 formula, which includes both general fund dollars and property tax revenue, would be $2 billion less than this year.

   That means the $2 billion cut to education is factored into the projected deficit and state leaders would have to cut even further to bring down the deficit number.

   A spokesman for Brown said no additional forums have been scheduled, though more may happen. California's pupil-staff ratios and national rankings
   Students per teacher: 20.8, 49th in the U.S.

   Students per counselor: 89.2, 49th in the U.S.

   Students per librarian: 5,038.5, 50th in the U.S.

   Students per administrator: 433.1, 47th in the U.S.
Source: National Center for Education Statistics, 2007-2008
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